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It has been a great experience to be the Competitions Representative for Ballarat Writers for 2021, with lots of 

support from committee. Over this year, we ran two competitions; the Pamela Miller Prize in May/June and the 

Southern Cross Short Story Competition in Aug/Sept.  

The Pamela Miller Prize was open only to members of Ballarat Writers. It was a prose competition up to 500 

words on the theme A New StartA New StartA New StartA New Start. Entry was free, with the winner receiving $100. We received 9 entries to this 

competition, which was won by Richenda Rudman. Committee members completed an anonymous read and 

scored the entries in order to find a winner and place-getters.  

For the Southern Cross Short Story prize, entrants were asked to submit a story of up to 3000 words on the 

theme, Turning AwayTurning AwayTurning AwayTurning Away. We were inundated with a total of 215 entries from all around the country and as far 

away as the UK and South Africa.  

Six readers took the time to read through these entries in such a thorough way, meaning all entries were read 

anonymously, and by at least two people. The long-listed entries were read by all six readers in order to be 

short-listed. These readers were: Maureen Riches, Rhonda Cotsell, Rachel Mitchell, Kirstyn McDermott, Heather 

Roche and Jason Nahrung. They deserve to be recognised for their diligence and timeliness. Non-committee 

readers were paid a stipend of $100.  

Julie Koh was our guest judge, who judged the winners from the short-listed entries. She was great to work with 

and provided the judges report in a timely manner. The judge was paid $500 by Ballarat Writers for her role in 

the judging process.  

Winner: Wheeler by Benjamin Forbes 

First Runner-up: Epilogue by Rosemary Stride 

Second Runner-up: How To Leave Your Childhood Behind by Ros Thomas 

Highly Commended: Dogs by Timothy Loveday & The Cakemaker by David Campbell 

 

Special mention at the award night was made to Roland Renyi, a Ballarat Writers member who made the long-

list of the competition this year.  

 

Julie’s comments, as well as the winning entry, were published on the Ballarat Writers website.  
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The shortlist for this year’s prize was strong and stylistically diverse. These thought-provoking stories 

explore various facets of human experience, with finely drawn characters muddling through their lives, 

struggling to deal with the past, contemplating difficult decisions, discovering they have been exploited, 

confronting the reality of losing nearly everything they own, and relying on their inner strength to stand up 

to opposition. I was honoured to have had the opportunity to read the work of so many talented writers, 

and hope that they continue to push their writing to new heights. 
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